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deformation. 

3. According to the claimed invention, the protective end formations are made by 
deformation, which facilitates manufacture thereof and increases the efficacy of 
the protective end portions. 

As there is no suggestion to a skilled person among the other cited prior art 
documents to have the end portions of the beam of the windscreen wiper 
disclosed in WO-A-88/05 004 or US-A-3 881 214 obtained by deformation, the 
subject-matter of claim 1 seems to be novel and inventive under the terms of 
article 33(1) to (3) PCT. 

4. Further developments in line with the invention according to claim 1 are referred 
to in the dependent claims 2 to 7. Therefore, their subject-matters seem also to 
be novel and inventive. 
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To items VII and VIH : 

1 . The following observations are made to claim 1 : 

1.1. The indication that "the end formation comprises an end portion of the beam, 
which projects beyond an end portion of the rubber blade" should be transferred 
jnto the precharacterising portion of claim 1 for compliance with 

article 6 PCT and rule 6.3 (b) i), ii) PCT, 
see paragraph 1 . above. 

1 .2. The embodiment described in connection with figures 2 to 4 of the present 
PCT-application falls outside the subject-matter covered by claim 1 having due 
regard to the protective end fitting which is moulded and which comprises a 
synthetic material, without being either deformed or projecting beyond an end 
portion of the wiper blade. Therefore, as explained in the PCT-Guidelines, 
chapter III, 4.3, the claims or the description and drawings should be amended 
such that this inconsistency be removed and thus such that any possible 
uncertainty could not arise later as to the meaning of the claims. 
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1 • A windscreen wiper which includes a unitary elongate curved beam, the 

beam having a protective end formation at at least one of its tips. 

2 - The windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 1, in which the beam has a 
pair of end formations, one at each tip. 

3 - The windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 2, in which each of the end 
formations includes an extra length of the beam, with the beam mounted to a rubber 
so that the extra length projects beyond an end of the rubber. 

4. The windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 3, in which each of the extra 

lengths is folded so that an end portion thereof extends substantially parallel to an end 
surface of the rubber. 

5- The windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 3, in which each of the extra 
lengths is folded back on itself. 

6 - Tne windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 2, in which each of the 
protective end formations includes a cap of a synthetic plastics material which fits 
over the tip. 

7. The windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 1 , in which the curved backbone has 
a varying width and thickness, along its length. 



WO 00/21808 6 PCT/IB99/01S6S 

8. The windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 1 , in which the backbone has a free 
form curvature in a plane. 



110 9. The windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 1, in which the backbone has a 
compound curvature. 

10. A protective end fitting for windscreen wiper, which includes a body 

member having a recess for snugly receiving a tip of a beam. 

115 

1 1 * A windscreen wiper, substantially as herein described with reference to 

the accompany drawings. 

12 - A Protective end fitting for a windscreen wiper, substantially as herein 

120 described with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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